
Shipping at the nexus 
of climate, 
biodiversity, and 
pollution 

Photos (from top to bottom): Fisherman in Fort Kochi, India;  
Cargo ship; Reef in Okinawa sea
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Shipping at the 
Intersection of the 
Triple Planetary 
Crisis
It’s in the interest of urgent climate action to 
make equal progress on biodiversity loss and 
pollution impact. 

Urgent need for alignment of decarbonization 
ambitions with biodiversity conservation and 
strategies to address the multiple, 
interconnected, adverse effects.
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MEPC/82/7/10 - 
Shipping Nexus

o The co-sponsors of MEPC82/7/10 

call for a new framework – one that 

elevates biodiversity and pollution 

concerns to the same level of 

urgency as climate actions. 

o A central recommendation is the 

creation of a high-level task force, 

modeled after the IMO’s Maritime 

Just Transition Task Force, to explore 

these critical issues and propose 

actionable steps forward.
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MEPC 82/INF.35 - 
Convention on 
Biological Diversity 
o This submission calls for 

greater alignment between 
intergovernmental 
organizations, including the 
IMO, and the Biodiversity 
Framework, with the shared 
goal of preserving global 
biodiversity.
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MEPC 82/7/17 - 
tipping points

o The effects of tipping points will 
be transmitted and amplified 
throughout the globalized world 
– causing multiple crises and 
escalating to threaten the 
breakdown of economic, social 
and political systems.

o Positive tipping points can create 
a powerful counter-effect to the 
risk of earth system tipping 
points cascading out of control

o Prioritizing shipping measures 
which have cascading impacts 
across biodiversity, climate and 
pollution is a positive tipping 
point
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Underwater 
Radiated Noise  

10% reduction in global fleet 
speed could yield a substantial 
13% decrease in GHG emissions 
and increase the likelihood of 
meeting GHG targets by up to 
23%; this reduction could result in 
a 40% decrease in underwater 
noise and a potential 50% 
reduction in the risk of ship 
strikes. creating a ‘co-benefits 

solutions space’
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8Photo: Fishermen in Galle, Sri Lanka

Resources
● ER Blog on Shipping Nexus (new) - 

https://blog.equalroutes.ca/posts/an-imo-debu
t-shipping-nexus-solutions-for-climate-biodiver
sity-and-pollution 

● Navigating the Future Report (2023) - 
https://www.equalroutes.ca/documents/SPPA
N_report_DIGITAL.pdf 

● CAA statement on climate nexus (2023) - 
https://cleanarctic.org/2023/12/13/clean-arctic-
alliance-reacts-to-new-report-linking-co-benefi
ts-of-action-to-reverse-biodiversity-loss-and-a
ddress-climate-crisis-in-shipping-sector/ 

● Climate Champions Q&A (2023) - 
https://climatechampions.unfccc.int/heres-how
-shipping-can-tackle-climate-change-biodivers
ity-loss-and-pollution-head-on/ 

● Op/ed - Efficiency may be the one-size-fits-all 
solution for marine shipping - 
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2024/07/08/opinio
n/efficiency-one-size-fits-all-solution-marine-shipping 
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